Book of Revelation
40 – Epilogue
(Revelation 22:6b-21 ESV)

 [Jesus Is Coming]

[6b] “… And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.”

· Angel speaking probably ends with 6a; this is now John speaking

· 6b is very close to 1:1
, “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John.”

· Epilogue parallels the Prologue

· This angel is then the same angel that appeared at the very beginning of Revelation. The angel is also one of the seven angels with the seven bowls (17:1; 21:9). This may indicate the particular importance of the destruction of Babylon and the introduction of the New Jerusalem.

[7] “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”
· “I am coming soon”
 ( ties back to 1:7, 8
· Also in letters to Pergamum (2:16) and Philadelphia (3:11)

· “Blessed is the one who keeps the words of … this book” ( ties back to 1:3

· Sixth beatitude
 (echoes first beatitude of 1:3) – forms inclusio 
· Revelation as “Prophecy” ( ties back to 1:3

[8] I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, [9] but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.”

· “Those who keep the words of this book” ( ties back to 1:3

· John’s self-identification and his role in transmission of this prophecy ( ties back to 1:1, 2, 4, 9, 10

· Similar to 19:10 which reads, “Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, ‘You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.’ For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

· “Spirit of prophecy” of 19:10 similar to “spirits of the prophets” of 22:6b

· “Hold to the testimony” of 19:10 parallels “keep the words of this book” of 22:9

· Observations: Saints are also prophets; the spirit of prophecy is involved in both the giving and the receiving of Jesus’ testimony (from him and about him); the book of Revelation is the testimony of (about/from) Jesus

· “Worship God” perhaps another polemic against angel worship that may have been happening during this time

[10] And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. [11] Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.”

· “Seal up” occurs in 10:4 where voices of thunder were prevented from being recorded – “seal up” has the meaning of “keep hidden”

· “Seal up” most directly alludes to Daniel 12:4, 9 where those words are to be sealed because they are for a distant future; i.e., it is not relevant for Daniel’s immediate audience

· John is told to “not seal up” his words, meaning Revelation is understandable and applicable to his immediate audience (the seven churches of Asia to whom the letter is addressed)
· This means we must take into account what it meant at that time in order to find applications to our time

· Revelation as “Prophecy” ( ties back to 1:3

· “The time is near” ( ties back to 1:3

· “Let the evildoer still do evil… the righteous still do right…” ( Ezekiel 3:27b, “He who will hear, let him hear; and he who will refuse to hear, let him refuse, for they are a rebellious house.”

· It may appear in command form, but it is not to be read as a command but rather an observation that the hearers will respond to (i.e, judge) God’s word in two diametrically opposed ways

· Some will follow the Lamb; all the rest, the beast

· This is happening right now (at John’s time) because the words are not sealed

· C.f., Daniel 12:10, “Many shall purify themselves and make themselves white and be refined, but the wicked shall act wickedly. And none of the wicked shall understand, but those who are wise shall understand.” 
[12] “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done. [13] I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”

· “I am coming soon” ( ties back to 1:7, 8

· “Alpha and Omega” ( ties back to 1:8

· Jesus is God: Jesus says he is the Alpha and Omega; in 1:8, God says he is the Alpha and Omega (c.f., 1:17; 2:8; 21:6)

· “Recompense” ( rewards, payment due to merit (c.f., 11:18; 18:6; 20:13, 15) – a picture of judgment; Jesus has power and authority to judge 

· Choice of who to follow leads to how one conducts themselves, particularly in relation to others. The judgment is a reaping of the fruits that grew from the seeds of the initial choice.
[14] Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. [15] Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.

· “Blessed” ( seventh beatitude – perhaps a bit of a surprise since the sixth appeared to have already returned to the beginning (the inclusio with 1:3)

· Concise summary of responsibility and benefits of saints: wash their robes, right to the tree of life, and they may enter the city by the gates

· Entering by gates - rightful entry vs. climbing over the wall – wrongful entry (c.f., John 10:1)

· C.f., Daniel 12:10a

· “Dogs” ( cats and cat lovers will love the New Jerusalem… (?)

· This is clearly not meant to be read and applied literally

· Can also be read “… dogs: sorcerers and the sexually immoral…”

· Dogs: symbolic of uncleanness, impurity, defilement in ancient times (sorry dog lovers…)

· Deut. 23:18, “You shall not bring the fee of a prostitute or the wages of a dog [male prostitute] into the house of the LORD your God in payment for any vow, for both of these are an abomination to the LORD your God.”


· Another emphasis that the New Jerusalem (God’s people) will never be defiled again

· Wait, I thought sin, evil, oppression, etc. was all destroyed already. What are they doing outside the walls?

· Another reminder that Revelation is not sequential and chronological

[16] “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”

· An angel with testimony ( ties back to 1:1-2

· “The root… of David” ( identification of the Lamb in 5:5; a reminder of the royal status of Jesus based on David’s line

· “Morning star” ( promised to conquerors in 2:28

· Allusion to planet Venus; Roman emperors claimed to be descended from her

· Together with “descendant of David”, this might be seen as polemic against the Emperor

[17] The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.

· “Spirit” ( ties back to 1:10

· Both the Spirit and the Bride say, “Come”, and all who hear repeat, “Come”

· Everyone is invited; all who want to come may come; there is no cost
· All who come become part of the Bride and become witnesses who in turn repeats the invitation for others to hear

· In 21:6 the “I will give” the water of life is in future tense. Here, it is present tense: “Take”

· Aspects of the kingdom of God, the New Jerusalem, are already here and can be experienced by the Church today

· Revelation is not primarily about end-times prophecy but about the description of the Church and what is happening to her right now and what to expect just around the corner

· Without price ( Isaiah 55:1
[18] I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, [19] and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.

· Warning language comes from Deut 4:2; 12:32 where Moses writes to impress upon his readers the importance of adhering faithfully to the covenant given at Sinai; to remind them about the blessings of following it and curses for abandoning it; and to warn future generations away from temptation to alter the language for their own purposes to lead fellow Israelites away from the covenant
· John borrows the covenant language and metaphors that are found in Deuteronomy for the same reasons: it is a warning to remain faithful to the entire message of the book; i.e., don’t take passages in isolation, use the whole book to interpret its contents, don’t add noncontextual interpretations, don’t take away portions of the message that may offend existing power structures, etc.
· John is not writing about any copying process that might introduce glyph errors into the text. Translations (which necessarily involve interpretation and editing) would not have been on John’s mind. And this warning should not be broadened to apply to the NT or the entirety of canonical scripture.

[20a] He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” 

· “I am coming soon” ( ties back to 1:7, 8

· Revelation as “Prophecy” ( ties back to 1:3

· Importance of “hear” ( ties back to 1:3

· An angel with testimony ( ties back to 1:1-2

[20b] Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! [21] The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.

· Final benediction – spoken by John
1. Major themes of Revelation
a. Jesus is God

b. Israel is the Church (not ethnic or national)

c. The Church is the New Jerusalem

d. The description of the New Jerusalem is not heaven, but the Church

e. The New Jerusalem is the Holy of Holies, where God dwells, and where his people now dwell

f. Blessings are given to those who keep the words of Revelation (i.e., keep the commandments) and hold on (remain faithful) to the testimony given by Jesus in the book (the two phrases, “keep the commandments” and “hold to the testimony” are really the same thing)

g. Revelation compares and contrasts two opposing systems – one based on coercion and force, the other based on love and liberty

h. Revelation warns Christians against accommodating and approving the use of coercion and force, even for ends that may be good

i. Babylon and New Jerusalem are two counterpart cities that respectively embody the principles of their masters

j. Babylon will be destroyed; New Jerusalem will last forever

k. Jesus’ coming is already here, in part; the rest of the story is just as certain

l. Revelation is not so much about the future as it is about how Christians are to engage the world while awaiting the full arrival of God’s kingdom
� Text in BLUE to emphasize connection of epilogue back to prologue.


� Underlined text emphasizes the “I am coming soon” phrase.


� Text in GREEN to emphasize beatitudes.





